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Gavin Craigen 

Gavin is Executive Director of the St Giles Centre for Religious Education and Faith 

Development. 

In addition, Gavin is the Chief Moderator for Key Stage 3 Religious Education, as part of 

the securing teacher assessment initiative managed for the Department for Children 

Lifelong Learning and Skills (DCELLS) by the Welsh Joint Education Committee (WJEC). 

He also currently acts as Lead Mentor in Wales for the REsilience (AtGyfnerthu) project 

– a Home Office initiative, funded jointly by the Department for Children, Schools and 

Families (DCSF) and DCELLS, and managed by the Religious Education Council for 

England and Wales.  This initiative is designed to assist teachers of RE increase their 

confidence in dealing with controversial and sensitive issues.  Gavin also serves as a 

Board member of the RE Council of England and Wales 

Prior to these appointments, Gavin was Inspector/Adviser for Religious Education for 

Conwy, Denbighshire and Flintshire Local Authorities, and also acted as Officer to each of 

the Standing Advisory Councils for Religious Education (SACRE) for those authorities.  

Until 2006 Gavin also served as Inspector/Adviser for RE and Officer to SACRE for 

Wrexham Local Authority while it was part of the shared advisory service between the 

four local authorities, and was the originator of the successful Tapestry of Life and Faith 

Festival now held in Wrexham bi-annually. 

In addition to his roles within the local authorities, Gavin has also served for many years 

as Chief Examiner for GCSE Religious Studies (WJEC – Specification B), and has co-

authored the text books, teachers guide and pupil revision guides for the course 

published by Hodder and Stoughton.  

For many years he also chaired the National Advisory Panel for RE in Wales, and has also 

served as Secretary, Vice Chair and Chair of the Wales Association of SACREs – and 

continues as a member of the Executive Committee.  For many years he also 

represented Wales on the Professional Council for RE (PCFRE), now known as National 

Association of Teachers of RE (NATRE), as wGavin currently serves on the following 

committees: 

o RE Council for England and Wales: Board member  

o Wales Association of SACREs: Executive Committee Member  

o National Advisory Panel for RE (Wales): member  

o Church Leaders Fellowship Group – Wrexham: member  

o Hope Rhyl Churches: joint Chair  

o Until 2010, Gavin also served (for 6 years) as a member of the Board of Trustees 

for Christian Education 

He has also served on the Executive Committee of the Religious Education Movement for 

Wales (REMW). 
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Publications 

Craigen, G., & White, J. (2009). Believing and Living (2nd Edition). Hodder & Stoughton. 

Craigen, G., & White, J. (2009). Believing and Experiencing (2nd Edition). Hodder & 

Stoughton. 

Craigen, G., & White, J. (2009). WJEC Religious Studies Teachers Resource File. Hodder 

& Stoughton. 

Craigen, G., & White, J. (2010). Religion and Life – WJEC RS GCSE Revision Guide. 

Hodder & Stoughton. 

Craigen, G., & White, J. (2010). Religion and Human Experience – WJEC RS GCSE 

Revision Guide. Hodder & Stoughton. 

Craigen, G., & White, J. (2001). Believing and Living (1st Edition). Hodder & Stoughton. 

Craigen, G., & White, J. (2003). Believing and Experiencing (1st Edition). Hodder & 

Stoughton. 

Craigen, G., & White, J. (2003). Credu a Byw (1st Edition). Hodder & Stoughton. 

Craigen, G., & White, J. (2003). Credu a Phrofi (1st Edition). Hodder & Stoughton. 

Craigen, G., & Craigen. F. Whose World Is It? (Important Religious Questions – Book 1). 

UWIC Press. 

Craigen, G., & Craigen. F. What Makes Us Human? (Important Religious Questions – 

Book 2). UWIC Press. 

Craigen, G., & Craigen. F. Can We Find Peace? (Important Religious Questions – Book 

3). UWIC Press. 

Craigen, G., & Craigen. F. Can Authority Bring Freedom? (Important Religious Questions 

– Book 4). UWIC Press. 

Craigen, G., & Craigen. F. What Is Real? (Important Religious Questions – Book 5). 

UWIC Press. 

Craigen, G., & Craigen. F. Do We Have To Die? (Important Religious Questions – Book 

6).UWIC Press. 

Craigen, G., & Craigen. F. Important Religious Questions Teachers’ Resource Pack. UWIC 

Press. 

Craigen, G., & Craigen. F. Byd Pwy Ydy Hwn? (Cwestiynau Pwysig Mewn Crefydd – Llyfr 

1). UWIC. 

Craigen, G., & Craigen. F. Beth Sy’n Ein Gwneud Ni’n Ddynol? (Cwestiynau Pwysig Mewn 

Crefydd – Llyfr 2).Gwasg UWIC. 

Craigen, G., & Craigen. F. A Oes Heddwch? (Cwestiynau Pwysig Mewn Crefydd – Llyfr 3). 

Gwasg UWIC. 

Craigen, G., & Craigen. F. A Ydy Awdurdod Yn Creu Rhyddid? (Cwestiynau Pwysig Mewn 

Crefydd – Llyfr 4).Gwasg UWIC. 

Craigen, G., & Craigen. F. Beth Sy’n Real? (Cwestiynau Pwysig Mewn Crefydd – Llyfr 5). 

Gwasg UWIC. 
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Craigen, G., & Craigen. F. A Oes Rhaid Marw? (Cwestiynau Pwysig Mewn Crefydd – Llyfr 

6). Gwasg UWIC. 

Craigen, G., & Craigen. F. Cwestiynau Pwysig Mewn Crefydd Pecyn Adnoddau i 

Athrawon. Gwaith UWIC. 

 

Editorial roles and consultancy 

Gavin is currently serving as editor or specialist consultant on a range of DCELLS 

projects: 

o Key Stage 3 Thinking Skills in RE (Tinopolis)  

o A Level RS: Religion and Contemporary Society (Tinopolis)  

o Key Stage 2 RE DVD – Important Religious Questions (UWIC Press)  

o Key Stage 3 RE DVD – Faith: Life: Challenge-2 (Tinopolis) 

o Foundation Phase Guidance Working Group (DCELLS). 

o Key Stage 2 & 3: RE Guidance (DCELLS). 

Gavin was the specialist consultant/editor or writing group member for the following, 

now completed projects: 

o (2007) RE and Curriculum Cymreig – KS 3, UWIC Press  

o (2009) People Beliefs and Questions (Foundation Phase RE), Tinopolis  

o (2009) Pobl, Credoau a Chwestiynau (Cyfnod Sylfaen Addysg Grefyddol ), 

Tinopolis 

o (2009) Faith-Life- Challenge – KS 3 DVD, Tinopolis  

o (2009) Ffydd-Bywyd-Sialens – CA3 DVD, Tinopolis  

o (2009) 14-19 RE Guidance, DCELLS 

o (2008) National Exemplar Framework for RE for 3 – 19 year olds in Wales, 

DCELLS. 

Current curriculum development projects 

Gavin is also involved, jointly with Tania ap Sion of the St Mary’s Centre, in the 

development of materials for two DCELLS projects: 

o Foundation Phase: Religious Stories and Active Learning (St Mary’s Centre) 

o Foundation Phase: Themes in Religion (St Mary’s Centre). 

 


